
 

 

REPORT OF SOCIETY MEETING 

THROUGH THE LENS 

by Jason Cross  

A report of the LURS meeting at All Souls Club House 
on Tuesday 10 October 2017 

The meeting welcomed back Jason Cross for his second presentation to the Society, which was devoted 
to LU engineering trains and locomotives.  Jason is author of a number of books on the London 
Underground, notably his series of the ‘London Underground Guide’ and the larger pictorial books, which 
began in 2012 with ‘Mind the Gap’.   

Jason began by telling us that he was a frequent visitor to London, especially to photograph engineers’ 
trains at interesting locations, both locomotives and wagons.  He also set out to photograph the Track 
Recording Train and the various Rail Adhesion Trains.   

With many of the photographs being taken at night after stations had closed, and some in depots, he 
explained that all were taken with the appropriate permission.  He also pointed out that many of his 
photos were taken with the camera on top of a 10-metre-high pole, which is controlled by a tablet at 
ground level.   

 

Above:  With all 29 battery locomotives now in modified form (the last two are in Acton Works for 
conversion), this is 1974 BREL-built L53 passing Holloway Road on 25 February 2015, which retains 
much of its Leslie Green style.  All of the 11 Doncaster-built locos had a blue livery on the sides in the 
1990s, with two in green and one in maroon also for a short time, but all are now in the standard yellow 
livery following life extension work. 

Overleaf:  Two more views of 1974 battery locos, both at Ruislip Siding and both taken on 13 November 
2016.  L52 (Left) in unmodified condition shows its blue sides to good effect and is leading a train from 
the Metropolitan Line, while L49 (Right) has had life extension mods with a revised front end and the 
side cab doors sealed.  It is seen leaving Ruislip Siding and proceeding into Ruislip Depot via the link 
road.   
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Above:  Lillie Bridge was for many 
years the base for engineering trains 
but in recent years most of the activity 
takes place from Ruislip Depot.  On 2 
April 2017 therefore, a train leaving 
Lillie Bridge Depot was a rare event.  
Stabled District Line S7 trains may be 
seen in the distance.  Once a depot for 
the District Railway in steam days, the 
wheel has come full circle, being used 
again by the District from late-2010. 

Left:  L15 from the small batch of 
1969, built by Metro-Cammell, seen 
heading a train southbound through 
Harlesden.  L15 was the last to survive 
in unmodified condition. 
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Above:  One of the more unusual roles for the Schöma diesel locos was to provide the motive power 
for the 1960 Tube Stock event on the Epping-Ongar Railway in 2014, seen here at Epping on 26 
September 2014 before venturing onto the single line. 

Below:  Ten of the 14 Schöma locomotives have been converted to battery/electric, this being No.4 in 
Ruislip Depot on 8 April 2017. 
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During the tunnel relining project between Baker Street and Bond Street on the Jubilee Line, trains for 
the work were sometimes outstabled at Charing Cross, seen here on 24 February 2015 with 1974 BREL 
battery loco (Above) and an unidentified High Deck wagon with tunnel segments loaded (Below). 

 



January 2018 
 

 

7 

 

Above:  Ruislip Depot at the east end looking west on 3 June 2017.  Nearest is life-extension battery 
loco L31, behind which are a number of Spoil & Ballast Wagons (SBs), all of which have been taken out 
of service, 54 for refurbishment and six for scrap.  Behind is a two-car unit of 1992 Tube Stock and 
behind that are the class 20 locos and barrier wagons used for S Stock transfers to and from Derby.   

Below:  Two views in Ruislip Depot on 8 April 2017 with crane C625 (Left) and Matissa tamping machine 
TMM775 (Right).   

  

Jason explained that the best locations to see engineering trains is between Ruislip and Rayners Lane, 
late in the evening or early morning.  These ‘out and back’ workings are, in the main, reliable.  Apart 
from the Waterloo & City Line, which is completely isolated from the rest of the network, all other parts 
are accessible from Rayners Lane, either via the Metropolitan Line, or via the Piccadilly Line. 

Some trains, of course, berth overnight away from Ruislip Depot, where they are required for more than 
one night’s work.   

The trains used for weekend work may often be seen during the day as they make second runs to and 
from site.  But the return workings of these trains far is less reliable, as they can move ‘as and when’, 
fitting in with a truncated train service on the unaffected part of the line.  
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Above:  The A60 Stock Rail Adhesion car, which 
was still in service for the 2017 autumn season, is 
seen stabled overnight in one of the sidings at 
Watford back in October 2014. 

Left:  Close up of one of the bogies of the Rail 
Adhesion car. 

Below:  Two views of the Track Recording Train, 
seen passing Covent Garden on the Piccadilly 
Line (Left) and Kilburn Park on the Bakerloo Line 
(Right).  This three-car unit continues to cover the 
LU network regularly and at present has no 
replacement in sight as the Asset Inspection Train 
project seems to be well and truly stalled. 

  

The meeting concluded with a brief question and answer session and then an enthusiastic vote of thanks 
for an informative and entertaining evening.   


